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1. How would you evaluate the research activities in this period?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor

The research work performed within the time period of April 2013 - March 2019 by the laboratory
“Advanced Acoustic Information Systems of RIEC” is without doubt a significant original and
excellent contribution to our knowledge on acoustic communication systems and human auditory
and multimodal perception. The impressive number of publications at internationally renowned high
impact journals and refereed conferences in our field confirm the excellent quality of the research
work. Also the outstanding high number of reputable academical awards, which were given to the
laboratory because of research work, are in line with the above mentioned aspects. The obtained
results from the laboratory are the timely contribution to both scientific knowledge as well as

practical application scenarios.

2. How would you evaluate the activities of the members in the laboratory for the academic societies?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
Both Prof. SUZUKI Y6iti and Associate Prof. SAKAMOTO Shuichi are strongly active at Acoustical
Society of Japan and its meetings. Their activities are not limited only in national academic society,
but also in international academic societies. Both are very well acknowledged researchers in their
field and their keynotes at the conferences of various academic societies will be perceived by
colleagues highly positive and enriching. Additionally they organized very important international
conferences, such as International Multisensory Research Forum, International Information Hiding
and Multimedia Signal Processing, etc.. They are very active at the meetings of international
academic societies and organize regularly different sessions at international conferences. I would
like to strongly underline that the International Symposium on Universal Acoustical Communication,
which was organized by laboratory, was a great success and most renowned researchers from all
over the world met in Sendai. Laboratory members are also active as Editorial Board Members and

Reviewer in various journals.

3. How would you evaluate the contribution of the laboratory to society?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The subjects of the laboratory are highly relevant for the society and our daily life. Therefore the
results of the research work can be used to solve different society problems. The recent research
work of Prof. SAKAMOTO on speech intelligibilty in public spaces provides very useful guidelines for
the speakers to address a population in long path echo conditions while preserving the intelligibility
necessary to convey the intended message. This kind of solutions are highly relevant for the
catastrophe cases, such as Tohoku earthquake and tsunami of 2011. Particularly the activities of
laboratory members for national and local governments, and public organizations are impressive and

outstanding. Additionally Prof. SAKAMOTO realizes educational activities outside university.
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4. How would you evaluate the lab’s level of funding?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The laboratory received very high numer,Japanese Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research” fundings.
The highly competitive and challenging selection process of Japanese Grant-in-Aid for Scientific

Research show that the laboratory can prepare scientificly high level proposals to obtain to funding.

5. How would you evaluate the lab’s collaborative research, including international joint research and
collaborative education?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
There are several international joint research, collaborative research projects of the research
laboratory with international renowned researchers. The project subjects are highly up to date and
interesting. The multidisciplinary characteristic of the laboratory can be found also in the diversity of

these projects.

6. RIEC is one of Japan's “Joint usage/Research Center” or “Nation-wide Cooperative Research

Projects” institutes. How would you evaluate the achievements of work done under this framework?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor

From 2013 to 2018, the laboratory contributed each year with very high number of projects and

seminars to the program. Most of these projects delivered significant scientific results in the field.
7. Additional or overall comments

Without doubt I can report that the laboratory one of the most succesfull and outstanding

laboratories worlwide.
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