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1. How would you evaluate the research activities in this period?

(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The research achievements are excellent, demonstrated through a number of high impact
publications in refereed journals and conference proceedings. A strong balance between international
and national publications is demonstrated complemented with two patents and an outstanding

amount of 31 invited talks.

2. How would you evaluate the activities of the members in the laboratory for the academic societies?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The research members demonstrate a continuous and active involvement in the academic community.
Prof Kitamura, for instance, is holding a variety of national and international chair roles. Most
notably, Prof Kitamura is the selected General co-chair for ACM CHI - the premier annual conference
for the Human-Computer Interaction community. Being awarded such a chair role is evidence for
high international esteem and recognition. In addition, Associate Prof. Takashima demonstrates
continuous contributions to the academic society nationally and internationally, strengthening the

reputation of the research laboratory.

3. How would you evaluate the contribution of the laboratory to society?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The Laboratory engages in educational activities outside the University, including instructions for
industry as well as national and local governments and public organisations. Prof Kitamura is also a
MICE Ambassador that creates a bridge between academia and society with a particular link to the
Japanese tourism, who can benefit of novel interactive systems and new interactive content formats.
The research laboratory also demonstrates continues outreach activities over the evaluation period.
Overall 3000 participants are reached through the annual open days, giving the wider public the

opportunity to experience new interactive content.

4. How would you evaluate the lab’s level of funding?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
A range of different research funds and grants have been secured over the evaluation period,
including several of the prestigious Kakenhi research grants that are very competitive with.
Besides the Kakenhi grants, the laboratory also secured other grants including collaborations with
the National University of Singapore and industry funding. Notably, the laboratory also secured

additional income through licensing fees (~300,000 JPY) based on their innovative research.

5. How would you evaluate the lab’s collaborative research, including international joint research and
collaborative education?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The research laboratory demonstrates excellent international research collaborations that have led

to successful joint publications including honourable awards and commercialisation efforts such as
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see in the case of D-Flip, a new photo arrangement algorithm. Ongoing research collaborations are

evidence for the strong national as well as international network the laboratory has established.

6. RIEC is one of Japan's “Joint usage/Research Center” or “Nation-wide Cooperative Research
Projects” institutes. How would you evaluate the achievements of work done under this framework?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The Laboratory has achieved an excellent level of success of securing project collaborations within
RIEC. For example, in the last two years of the evaluation period, the research laboratory secured
around ~12% of project collaborations from the overall funding opportunities, demonstrating

outstanding research capabilities.

7. Additional or overall comments
Apart from an overall excellent research output and international research recognition, the group has
attracted a wide range of visiting (associate) professors and visiting researchers, and thus raises the

reputation and visibility of Tohoku University.

Moreover the Research Laboratory makes an excellent contribution in increasing the percentage of

female students, achieving an impressive 23% up to 34% female students in their laboratory.

The laboratory also has hosted several international students for short-term research visits (6-12

months) contributing to the Universities overall visibility on an international landscape.

Finally, the laboratory has achieved an impressive list of student awards, where many students
received awards in, for instance, programming contests outside the University. This provides a great
evidence for the students potential and excellence, and is further reflected by the students active

roles in international events as student volunteers.

Overall the research laboratory ‘Information Content’ has achieved an impressive amount of research
output, with impact on new research directions, and outreach to society and strong collaborations
with industry. The national and international achievements and scientific network are excellent
evidenced through the publication record, international visitors, invited talks, and assigned chair
roles with highest importance (e.g. within SIGCHI, ACM CHI 2021).
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