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1. How would you evaluate the research activities in this period?

(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
Professor Nakazawa and his colleagues continue to operate at the forefront of the field of optical
communications and are well known throughout the world, as evidenced by the large number of
invited and plenary talks at leadig international conferences associated with the centre, and the

large number of papers in leading journals within the field.

2. How would you evaluate the activities of the members in the laboratory for the academic societies?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The laboratory members are all well known individuals both in the Japanese and international
photonics communities, contributing in a variety of ways to the activities of academic societies that
ranges from organizing and supporting major international conferences/events, participation in
specialist workshops and helping to build an international community around certain technology

areas (eg Space Division Multiplexing, Nyquist pulses etc).

3. How would you evaluate the contribution of the laboratory to society?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The Centre is working in advancing the communications capacity of future optical networks,
something that will ultimately help shape the internet/communication systems of the future and

which will have a major impact on global society

4. How would you evaluate the lab’s level of funding?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The laboratory seems to be well supported, sufficient at least to compete with other university
groups across the world and in many instances sufficient to compete with well funded industrial
laboratories. Presumably this funding is largely won through competitive processes entailing a large

amount of effort and bright new ideas.

5. How would you evaluate the lab’s collaborative research, including international joint research and
collaborative education?
() Excellent (*) Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor
The group clearly collaborate strongly within Japan as gauged by looking at co-author details on
the publication list (mostly Japanese names). However, by this metric/methodology I was unable to
identify many obvious joint papers with international coauthors (though I may be mistaken). For this

reason alone I scored 4 under this category.

6. RIEC is one of Japan's “Joint usage/Research Center” or “Nation-wide Cooperative Research
Projects” institutes. How would you evaluate the achievements of work done under this framework?
(*) Excellent () Very Good () Good () Fair () Poor

The research of the Centre is of a very high quality and high visibility in the international community
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with the investigators recognized as strong influencers and thought leaders in the international
photonics community. Their strong leadership and profile in the Japanese photonics community is

self-evident.

7. Additional or overall comments

An excellent centre that in my opinion is strongly deserving of continued support.
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